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Annual Report – Canterbury SLO 2009
Canterbury is now in its third year serving the college students and young adults of the SLO Deanery.  This is significant because the two-year grant we received from the national church to fund this ministry and get it started expired this past year.  This means, now more than ever, it will be up to the SLO Deanery and our Diocese to provide the necessary support – financial and spiritual – if this ministry is to continue in the future.
Unfortunately, just as our need for funding from the local deanery has increased, the economic downturn has forced many of the deanery parishes either to cut back or eliminate funding for Canterbury altogether from their budgets.  While the diocesan grant we share with the other three campus ministries in our diocese (San Jose St., Santa Cruz, and CSU Monterey Bay) was approved for 2010, at the local level we have become more dependent on contributions from individuals.  Overall, as best we can forecast, we are o.k. for 2010; and we are discussing ways to increase fund-raising efforts and identify new donors so that we can continue to provide this important campus ministry for our college students and young adults well into the future.
I have recently written about the extraordinary work of the Canterbury Board of Directors, but I want to state here how incredible it has been to work with all the dedicated volunteers who make this ministry possible.  These folks do so much more than show up for a monthly meeting.  The work that has gone into formalizing our legal status and our by-laws, maintaining and updating our website, creating our new brochure, and preparing our budget and financial records, is simply staggering.  And that doesn’t include the folks who have helped with meals, events, fund-raising, or the clergy who have so generously come to celebrate communion with us at our weekly meetings.
So, thank you to all who have given so much to this ministry.  It would not be possible without you.
In addition to our weekly Canterbury Club meetings and monthly deanery parish visits, 2009 highlights included:

Participating in the Life & Faith retreat with the University Christian Community in February; being present for the Cal Poly Open House and WOW events (with special thanks to the Main family for their generous donation of the “pop-up” canopy); the creation of our new LGBTQIA Bible Study with the Cal Poly Pride Center and our new “Dismantling Fundamentalism” Lecture Series which featured the Rev. James Rowe Adams as its first guest speaker this past fall; our first “donor-appreciation event” at the home of the John and Hannah Bergen in Templeton; a labyrinth walk and beach bonfire in Avila last spring; a boating trip to Lake Lopez in August; a “Welcome BBQ for students this past fall; a fall retreat to St. Dorothy’s Rest with the UC Berkeley Canterbury group; our new brochure (with special thanks to Carol Marble for sharing her gifts and expertise in putting this together); and our first Bike-a-Thon fund-raiser this past November (with thanks to the Rev. Matthew Conrad for organizing this effort).
In addition, Chaplain Berkeley: worked to help put together the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Day vigil here in SLO last January; chaperoned the diocesan youth ski trip to Sierra Summit, the Big Sur camping trip, and the deanery youth trip to Ravine Water Park in Paso Robles; presented at the Separation of Church & State series at St. Benedict’s, Los Osos, last spring; served on the bishop’s task force which planned the diocesan partnership visit last fall; attended the annual conference of higher-ed chaplains in Chicago in June; began serving as deanery youth Rite 13 co-leader this past fall; attended the Episcopal Church’s General Convention in Anaheim this past July and diocesan convention in October; continued his work as chaplain for the Cal Poly Men’s Soccer Team; took over as president of the University Christian Community; served as officiant for the new monthly Sunday evening Taize service at St. Stephen’s, SLO; and met with several individual students for pastoral counseling and other needs.

To me, the most significant aspect of the ministry this year has been the growth and outreach to so many new students this past fall.  Some of these students are cradle Episcopalians; however, many of them are not; and the majority of them are encountering and experiencing the Episcopal Church – its liturgy and theology – and for the first time.  I want you to know our Church, and this Canterbury Ministry, has been a place of refuge for these young seekers.  The community we have offered, the teaching through our new bible study, and the sacramental nature of our worship, have all combined to touch them at a very deep level.  Their presence has had a profound impact on our ministry, and I ask that all of you continue to pray for us as we grow in new and unexpected ways.
Most of all, we wish to express our thankfulness and deep gratitude to the clergy and laity of the SLO deanery, Bishop Mary and the people of the Diocese of El Camino Real, the Rev. Glenn Libby and the folks throughout Province VIII, and the Rev. Douglas Fenton and everyone at the Young Adult & Higher Education Office of The Episcopal Church, for the love, support, and prayers that continue to make this ministry a reality.
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